Update from Maria Scanelli, RNW’s Restorative Justice Coordinator
King School in Northeast Portland just finished their extended school year sessions and 
I was so grateful to be able to be a part of them. I not only got to meet and start getting 
to know the students that were there (6-8th grade) but it also felt like the school set the intention and foundation for growing together as a community next fall. The teachers at King care a lot about their students and they try really hard to make the things they are learning in class applicable to what they will learn and face in everyday life.
During the summer sessions we focused on the theme of ‘What is invisible to the eye?’ The students got to answer this question in their science, math, and reading subjects by practicing with microscopes, learning how to measure the speed of an object, and inquiring deeper into the characters of the book A Raisin in the Sun. 

We also explored this question in relation to how King students and teachers relate to each other throughout the day. Using the metaphor of dropping a pebble in a pond, we reflected as a group on the impact of our actions on others.  The action is the pebble being dropped in a pond and the impacts are the waves which are extended outward from that action. We called this the ‘ripple effect’ and asked ourselves ‘What do I want my waves (impact) to look like? What action can I do to create positive ripple effects?’
I was really impressed with the King students’ willingness and ability to incorporate this awareness into their lessons both inside and outside of the classroom. Most importantly there seemed to be an appreciation and understanding for the concept that when we look at another person there is so much that is invisible to our eye. The other person’s life history, personal stories, feelings, needs, and what they find inspirational are all things that we can’t ‘see’ when we look directly at someone. This concept is one that always inspires me to reflect further when I have a challenge in my daily life… ‘what am I not seeing that could be influencing what is happening?’ and ‘what can I learn about someone else that I’m not seeing?’
I am really thankful for how welcomed I felt by the King community and I’m looking forward to the fall where I can meet more students, teachers, and staff…my hope is that we can continue expanding upon the insights and reflections we started during the summer sessions. The King school community has a lot to offer to each other, Portland, and this world.  I feel honored to be working alongside them to understand restorative justice, determine what it means to us, and how we want to use RJ principles to shape 
our communities.
